
 
 
 

 
Frequently   Asked   Questions   -   Incoming   6th   Grade   Parents  

 
 
 
 

1. What   are   the   homework   expectations   for   6th   grade   students?   
 

- A   majority   of   our   teachers   only   assign   homework   when   a   student   does   not  
complete   the   work   they   are   expected   to   during   the   class   period.   So,   if   a   student  
did   not   complete   the   class   assignment   in   the   given   time   period   then   they  
would   be   asked   to   complete   it   as   homework.  

- One   di�erence   at   the   middle   school   level   is   that   homework   is   not   given   in  
math.   The   only   grades   in   math   are   based   on   assessment   grades.   Students   do  
have   opportunities   to   complete   alternative   assignments   if   they   would   like   to  
improve   their   grade.    

 
2. How   do   I   help   keep   track   of   my   student’s   grades   and/or   missing   assignments?  

 
- We   encourage   all   parents   and   students   to   take   advantage   of   Skyward.   We   will  

send   out   more   information   about   Skyward   in   the   coming   months,   and   how   to  
receive   your   login   information.   

- In   Skyward,   parents   and   students   can   see   student’s   updated   grades,   whether   or  
not   they   have   missing   assignments,   discipline   records,   attendance   records,  
and   contact   information.   This   will   be   a   very   important   support   system   from  
6th   grade   through   12th   grade.  

- We   also   encourage   parents/guardians   to   communicate   with   their   student’s  
teachers   whenever   they   feel   necessary.   This   can   be   through   email   or   phone  
calls.   

 
3. How   do   I   request   that   my   student(s)   have   an   intervention   course?  

- At   Portland   MS,   we   o�er   reading   and   math   intervention   courses.   If   a   student   is  
placed   in   an   intervention   course   it   is   due   to   the   following   factors:   student   data,  
teacher   recommendation,   course   proficiency,   or   parent/guardian   request.   

- Any   parent/guardian   may   request   that   their   student(s)   have   an   intervention  
course.   To   do   this   please   send   an   email   to   Mrs.   James,   our   Guidance   Counselor.  
Her   email   is    ajames@portlandk12.org .   
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4. Does   the   MS   have   an   open   house?   What   does   the   open   house   consist   of?  
 

- Portland   MS   typically   has   an   open   house   in   August   called   KickStart.   At  
KickStart   students   receive   their   course   schedule,   locker   #   and   combination,   get  
their   school   picture   taken,   tour   the   school   and   have   the   opportunity   to   meet  
their   teachers.   Parents/guardians   are   asked   to   fill   out   all   emergency   forms   at  
this   time.   Our   open   house   is   unlike   the   other   open   houses   in   our   district   as   our  
goal   is   to   have   as   much   completed   in   one   night   as   possible.   This   has   been   very  
successful   in   the   past   and   we   hope   to   be   able   to   host   it   again   this   August.   

- If   for   some   reason   we   are   unable   to   accommodate   this   many   people   in   one  
space   in   August,   we   will   do   our   best   to   host   something   similar   with   smaller  
numbers.   Our   goal   is   to   allow   time   for   our   students   and   parents   to   tour   the  
school   and   become   comfortable   with   the   MS.   

 
5. Will   students   be   given   a   tour   of   the   school?   

 
- Portland   Middle   School   will   look   very   di�erent   in   the   fall   due   to   bond  

construction.   The   following   areas   are   currently   being   remodeled   -   cafeteria,  
kitchen,   locker   rooms,   bleachers,   bathrooms,   old   o�ce   area,   media  
center/library,   courtyard,   sensory   room   and   Robotics   room.   Due   to   the   current  
closure   a   tour   cannot   be   given   at   this   time.   We   will   also   not   be   doing   a   virtual  
tour   due   to   several   areas   being   remodeled   and   the   fact   that   it   will   look  
completely   di�erent   when   we   return   in   the   fall.   

- In   August,   students   will   be   able   to   tour   the   school   at   KickStart.   The   6th   grade  
teachers   will   also   give   students   tours   of   certain   areas   during   the   first   week   of  
school.   

 
6. What   does   lunch   look   like   for   middle   schoolers?   How   do   I   add   money   to   my   student’s  

hot   lunch   account?   Where   can   I   locate   the   hot   lunch   menu?  
 

- At   the   MS   lunch   is   30   minutes   long.   Students   have   10-12   minutes   to   go   outside  
or   play   in   the   gym   following   time   given   to   eat.   Please   be   mindful   that   the   first  
couple   of   weeks   can   be   slow   going   with   hot   lunch.   We   try   to   get   as   many  
students   through   as   quickly   as   possible   but   due   to   6th   grade   students   learning  
a   new   lunchtime   routine   it   typically   runs   slightly   slower   than   normal.   

- To   add   money   to   your   student’s   lunch   account   you   may   either   send   in  
cash/check   with   your   student   to   give   to   our   kitchen   sta�,   or   you   may   add  
money   online   to   their   lunch   account.   This   link   can   be   found   at  
www.portlandk12.org .   

- I   will   typically   send   out   information   on   where   to   find   the   school’s   hot   lunch  
menu   in   the   first   newsletter.   There   is   also   an   app   that   can   be   put   on   your   phone  
with   the   menu.   We   do   not   send   out   paper   copies   of   the   lunch   menu.   
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7. Do   you   o�er   tutoring   or   extra   academic   support   at   the   middle   school?  
 

- Yes!   One   of   my   favorite   things   that   we   o�er   at   the   middle   school   is   free   after  
school   tutoring.   It   is   held   Monday   -   Thursday   from   2:35   p.m.   -   3:30   p.m.   with  
one   of   our   teachers.   Students   may   attend   tutoring   to   receive   support   on   their  
coursework   or   just   to   have   a   quiet   space   to   complete   their   homework.   

- We   also   hold   Saturday   School   every   other   Saturday.   Saturday   School   can   be  
utilized   as   a   disciplinary   consequence,   or   for   academic   support.   Several  
students   attend   SS   in   order   to   complete   missing   assignments   and/or   teacher  
support.   

- Information   about   tutoring   and   SS   will   be   communicated   through   my   monthly  
newsletter.   Any   student   may   attend   after   school   tutoring   at   any   point   in   time.  
For   SS   we   ask   that   you   contact   myself,   our   Dean   of   Students,   or   our   Guidance  
Counselor.   

 
8. How   do   we   know   what   school   supplies   to   purchase?  

- I   will   send   out   communication   regarding   school   supplies   in   early   August.   The  
number   #1   thing   to   begin   thinking   about,   and   speaking   with   your   student  
about   is   organization.   What   are   some   tools   and   supports   that   will   help   your  
student   stay   organized   throughout   6th   grade?   

- Here   are   some   things   to   think   about...  
1. Students   will   have   7   courses.   There   are   a   couple   of   di�erent   ways   that  

students   organize   themselves   for   each   of   their   classes.   Some   students  
prefer   a   binder   for   each   class,   some   students   prefer   a   binder   for   each  
class   and   one   homework   folder   for   all   subject   areas,   some   students  
prefer   the   old   school   Trapper   Keeper   to   house   all   of   their   subject   areas.   

2. Students   are   not   allowed   to   carry   backpacks   to   class   so   they   should   have  
something   to   carry   their   pencils   in,   or   something   to   store   things   in   for  
their   locker.   

3. Typical   supplies   are   normally   needed   -   pencils,   pens,   folders,   binders,  
glue,   colored   pencils,   index   cards,   highlighters,   etc.   Students   do   NOT  
need   a   graphing   calculator   until   7th   grade.   

 
9. Are   grade   levels   separated   in   any   way   or   are   all   3   grade   levels   intermingled  

throughout   the   building?  
 

- Each   hallway   of   lockers   is   separated   by   grade   level.   So,   all   6th   grade   lockers   are  
grouped   together,   all   7th   grade   lockers   are   grouped   together   and   all   8th   grade  
lockers   are   grouped   together.   

- A   majority   of   our   6th   grade   classrooms   are   located   in   the   6th   grade   hall.   The  
only   classes   that   are   not   located   in   the   6th   grade   hall   are   electives,  
enrichments   and   interventions.   



- Students   will   intermingle   throughout   the   hallways   before   and   after   school,   in  
between   lunches,   and   when   walking   to/from   electives.   

 
10. How   will   Portland   MS   support   the   incoming   6th   grade   students   following   this  

closure   and   Distance   Learning.   
 

- We   have   already   begun   working   to   support   our   6th   grade   students   to   the   best  
of   our   ability.   I   have   been   included   in   the   5th   grade   level   team   meetings   with   all  
of   the   5th   grade   teachers.   This   has   allowed   us   to   have   conversations   about   this  
time   and   how   we   can   support   the   incoming   6th   graders.   In   the   next   month   our  
6th   grade   teachers   will   meet   with   the   5th   grade   teachers   to   discuss   student  
participation   throughout   the   closure,   specific   student   data,   and   what   are   the  
best   ways   we   can   support   the   students   next   school   year.   

- Going   into   next   school   year   we   are   also   prepared   to   implement   any  
interventions   and/or   supports   that   are   needed   for   our   students.   These   could  
range   from   academic   to   social   emotional   supports.   It   will   be   critical   that   we  
focus   on   the   whole   child   and   not   just   an   academic   learner.   

 
11. What   is   the   best   advice   I   can   give   to   my   student(s)   for   middle   school?   

 
- This   is   a   great   question!   Let   me   first   begin   by   asking   you   to   think   back   on   your  

time   in   middle   school.   What   was   it   like?   What   did   you   like/dislike   about   middle  
school?   Typically   answers   include   something   similar   to   the   following   -  
“Middle   School   was   the   worst   years   of   my   life”   or   “Middle   schoolers   are  
something   special”.   These   statements   always   reiterate   WHY   I   am   a   middle  
school   Principal.   Middle   school   is   some   of   the   most   daunting   and   influential  
years   of   a   student’s   life.   They   grow   and   learn   so   much   about   themselves,   and  
are   amazing,   quirky   human   beings.   So,   the   biggest   piece   of   advice   I   can   give   to  
you,   and   to   myself,   is   to   be   there   for   them.   Middle   school   is   not   easy,   but   they  
will   get   through   it.   It   is   important   that   we   are   there   every   step   of   the   way  
supporting   them,   being   a   shoulder   to   cry   on   (trust   me,   they   cry   a   lot),   listening  
to   the   drama,   and   never   giving   up   on   them.   Let   them   know   that   you   are  
there...no   matter   the   situation.   They   are   listening,   I   promise.   

 
 


